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On July 21, Supreme Electoral Tribunal (Tribunal Supremo Electoral, TSE) president Arturo
Zaldivar announced plans to launch a massive voter registration drive aimed at facilitating the
broadest possible participation in the general elections, scheduled for March 20, 1994. Under the
plan, teams of TSE contract employees will fan out around the country to register as many eligible
voters as possible. Zaldivar said the goal of the campaign which began on July 26 and is set to
conclude on Nov. 19 is to successfully register an additional 673,000 voters, since less than 75%
of the total voting age population is actually registered to vote. For its part, the Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front (FMLN) welcomed the registration drive, but criticized the effort as
"insufficient" given the magnitude of the problem. FMLN spokesperson Gerson Martinez said the
number of eligible but unregistered voters is at least 763,000, meaning that even if the TSE meets
its target, nearly 100,000 voters will still be blocked from casting ballots. Martinez added that the
FMLN remains concerned over other registration anomalies, including the large number of names
pertaining to deceased persons which still appear on the registration lists, and reports that many
individuals are in effect registered twice. Meanwhile, Augusto Ramirez Ocampo, head of the UN
Observer Mission (ONUSAL), also applauded the TSE decision to actively pursue unregistered
voters. According to Ramirez Ocampo, ONUSAL's Electoral Division has already begun operations
in El Salvador, and by the end of August, the Division will have all 38 of its full-time staff members
in place. Meanwhile, pre-campaign activity among the country's political parties is growing more
intense. On July 27, Armando Calderon Sol presidential candidate for the Nationalist Republican
Alliance (Alianza Republicana Nacionalista, ARENA) said he will resign from his post as San
Salvador Mayor in order to work full time on campaign activities. "In September, we will be
launching our public campaign activities at the national level, and so, I'll have to step down as
Mayor," Calderon said. On Aug. 5, FMLN leader Leonel Gonzalez told reporters that the former
rebel coalition plans to concentrate its campaign efforts on races for municipal government seats
and for the Legislative Assembly. Leaders from the five groups which comprise the FMLN are
engaged in intense talks over a strategy of alliances for the elections, and over the essential elements
of a campaign platform. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 07/21/93, 07/26/93, 07/27/93; Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 07/29/93; Spanish news service EFE,
08/05/93)
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